
COTTONWOOD TRAIL 30TH ANNIVERSARY CAMPAIGN

GIVE THE GIFT OF THE COTTONWOOD WITH A 
COMMEMORATIVE NAMEPLATE
A $250 donation to our Cottonwood Trail 
Renovation project will allow your friend or loved 
one to be a part of the Cottonwood forever. 

spartanburgconservation.org                spartanburgconservation                   spartanburgspace            #keepspartanburgwild

Earlier this year, SPACE launched 
an ambitious $100K fundraising 
campaign in celebration 
of Cottonwood Trail’s 30th 
anniversary. The original 94 acre-
tract on the Edwin P Griffin Nature 
Preserve along Lawson’s Fork 
Creek was purchased in 1990 with 
funding from the Spartanburg 
County Foundation. Today the 
116-acre Cottonwood Trail includes 
4 miles of trail. Named after 
the “most impressive tree” on 
the preserve, Cottonwood Trail 
has become a local landmark 
and is cornerstone to SPACE’s 
mission of land conversation, park 
management, and community 
engagement. 

In the early days of SPACE, one 
might find Ed Griffin himself 
walking the property, clippers in 
hand; his famous quote was “aren’t 
we having fun!” Trail building in 
those days meant someone with 
a bobcat following as Ed led the 
way on foot. The bobcat driver may 
have been Lynn Rhodes, the man 
still responsible for maintaining 
the property. Mary Walter, SPACE’s 
founding executive director, is the 
source for these stories. She also 
remembers visiting the Francis 
Biedler Forest with Ed and Lynn 

after realizing the wetlands there 
were similar to the wetlands on 
Cottonwood.

That trip inspired the current 
boardwalk. If you’ve been out to 
the boardwalk lately, you know that 
after so many years, it is in need 
of restoration. And who better 
to rebuild it than Lynn Rhodes 
himself along with Kam Neely and 
Wade Crow for the engineering 
and design. Thanks again to our 
founding partner, the Spartanburg 
County Foundation, SPACE was 
awarded a $10,000 grant which 
has served as the seed money 
to restore the 550-foot wooden 
structure. Construction has begun.

The next step of this renovation 
project involves updated trail and 
wayfinding signage and parking 
area improvements. We need to 
raise the final 50K to complete 
this phase of the project and hope 
you’ll consider mailing a donation 
or contributing to our GoFundMe 
campaign:
www.gofundme.com/f/cottonwoodspace 
 
Throughout the year, we will be 
celebrating our 30th Anniversary 
in exciting ways. Visit our website 
and social media to stay up to 
date. We hope you’ll join us and 
make a contribution to this exciting 
celebration. 



A few years ago a friend asked 
if I would serve on the Board of 
Directors of SPACE. I was honored 
to serve. I love the great outdoors.  
Hunting, fishing, biking, hiking, 
camping and other outdoor activities 
have been passions of mine. 
I grew up in Spartanburg and have 
enjoyed building relationships in our 
community. I look forward to doing 
the same for SPACE.

I was asked to lead as President of 
the SPACE Board for 2020. This year 
is a milestone for SPACE since it is 

our 30th Anniversary. For those who have contributed to SPACE’s 
mission through these years, thank you. We plan to share the 
achievements of SPACE and its supporters with our community in 
this 30th Anniversary. 

Please continue in your efforts to support SPACE and to
“Keep Spartanburg WILD.”

Michael Pack
Board President
SPACE

STAFF 
UPDATES

NEW & 
DEPARTING 
BOARD MEMBERS
SPACE is proud to announce the 
following new board members 
beginning their term in 2019:

Ben Boland
Project Manager, Morgan Corp

Michele Cook
Artist and Print Maker

Kathleen Crowley
Architect, McMillan Pazdan & Smith

Kathryn Harvey
Principal Partner
Neue South Collective
 

Our 2019 departing Board 
members, thank you for your 
service!

Gil Bulman
Board service 2013-2019
Board President 2018
President ex officio, 2019

Dr. Melissa Pilgrim
Board service 2014-2019
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Anyah Preston 
has been named 
Associate Conservation 
Director. Anyah is 
a recent Converse 
graduate with a degree 
in biology who has 
served as a SPACE 
intern, volunteer, and 
administrative assistant 
over the last year.

Alix Refshauge 
has been promoted 
to Associate Director 
after a successful stint 
as our Development 
Associate. Alix is a 
Spartanburg native 
with BA from Furman 
and MPA in arts 
management from the 
College of Charleston.

Clay McDonough 
has been promoted 
to Director of 
Special Projects. 
Clay has served the 
previous year as 
SPACE’s Preserve 
Manager.



WILD SPARTANBURG 
POSTER CONTEST

SPACE RECEIVES 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
CONSERVATION BANK 
GRANT TO CONSERVE 
S. TYGER RIVER 
BLUEWAYS TRACT 

SPACE’S Wild Spartanburg Poster Contest was a WILD 
Success.

Over 20 artists entered the Wild Spartanburg Poster Contest 
in 2018, a poster contest inspired by the WPA National Park 
posters and a partnership between SPACE and the Tyger 
River Foundation, funded in part by the Chapman Cultural 
Center. Artists were asked to create poster designs of one of 
four of Spartanburg’s most beautiful natural places (Berry’s 
Bridge, Cottonwood Trail, Glendale Shoals, and Nesbitt Shoals). 
During the April 2019 art reception at the Headquarters of the 
Spartanburg County Library, Peter Kay was selected as the 
winning artist based on his contemporary poster design of 
Glendale Shoals. Kay is a graphic designer and Composer for 
the Spartanburg Philharmonic. Join SPACE, the Tyger River 
Foundation, and the Spartanburg Philharmonic on Thursday 
February 20th at the Chapman Cultural Center for an artist 
reception and poster release party. 

At its board meeting of September 30, the South Carolina 
Conservation Bank awarded Spartanburg Area Conservancy a 
grant to acquire a 50-acre conservation easement on the South 
Tyger River. The largest undeveloped tract within the city limits 
of Duncan, the tract provides an iconic scenic vista to the Tyger 
River, preserving the rural character of the Duncan community. 
This tract also abuts 
a public blueways 
access that is part 
of the Tyger River 
Blueway system 
being developed 
by Tyger River 
Foundation, 
the Tyger Trails 
Blueways and 
Greenways 
Coalition, Spartanburg County, and others. “The Tyger River 
has become one of the most important conservation corridors 
in Spartanburg County, and we are so proud to work with the 
South Carolina Conservation Bank, our private landowner, and 
our project partners in conservation of this important tract,” 
says SPACE Executive Director Andrew Waters. “The South 
Carolina Conservation Bank is our state’s most important 
conservation program. We want to thank the SCCB’s board for 
awarding this grant and acknowledging the special significance 
of this project.” 

“The Tyger River has 
become one of the most 
important conservation 
corridors in Spartanburg 
County...”

  #keepspartanburgwild



COTTONWOOD HABITAT RESTORATION UNDERWAY

MCCRACKEN STUDENTS ENJOY 
SPACE CLEVELAND PRESERVE

Visitors to Cottonwood Trail may 
notice a significant change to 
part of the property. Thanks to a 
grant received through the NRCS 
Environmental Quality Incentive 
Program (EQIP), SPACE initiated 
a project to remove privet and 
other invasive species on a 12-
acre portion of Cottonwood 
Trail. In 2019 we conducted two 
volunteer workdays for this 
project, with over 25 volunteers, 
and machine-removed privet 
from bottomland portions of 
the property. Over the next two 
years, SPACE will continue to 
remove privet in this area with 
staff and volunteer assistance.

“Invasive plant species are 
significant land management 
issue for many landowners, and 
SPACE is no different,” says 
SPACE executive director Andrew 
Waters. “We are so grateful to 
Matt Barrington and our friends 
at Natural Resource Conservation 
service for their financial and 
technical support. Also I want to 
acknowledge the contribution of 
SPACE Property Manager Lynn 
Rhodes for his management of 
this project.”

SPACE hosted fifteen students from March Moody’s 2019 YES Class at SPACE’s Cleveland Preserve Farm to 
learn about sustainable farming practices and enjoy the spectacular scenery. 
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THE ROOSEVELT SHOW: U.S.’S #1 
TEDDY ROOSEVELT REPRISOR
COMING TO SPACE

SHUCKING GOOD TIME

SPACE is pleased to announce 
a weekend of events featuring 
America’s number one Teddy 
Roosevelt Reprisor, Joe Wiegand, 
as part of our 30th Anniversary 
Celebration.

Joe, we mean Teddy, will be 
appearing in Spartanburg the 
weekend of March 19-21. On the 
evening of March 19, he will be 
headlining a fundraising gala at 
the Milliken Guest House. During 
the day of Friday, March 20, he 

Thanks to SPACE’s good friend 
and board member William Cribb, 
and all the fantastic restaurants 
and vendors who come out to 
support him, our 4th Annual 
Shucking Good Time Presented 
by Spartanburg Regional Hospital 
System was another sellout 
success. Over 400 guests enjoyed 
the rockabilly grooves of Millbilly 
Three at beautiful Glendale Shoals 
while enjoying steamed oysters 
by William Cribb & elevated food 
and drink provided by over twenty 
vendors from Spartanburg’s food 
and drink community. 

We also want to thank our many 
event sponsors, who are included 
in our donor list, as well as a 
special thanks to Jeff Goshorn, 
Kipp Gilliland and his outstanding 
crew at Cassell Electric, and our 
own Clay McDonough for their 
contribution to this year’s event.
 

will be appearing at several local 
schools, followed by a public 
ticketed presentation at the 
downtown location of Spartanburg 
Community College. And on 
Saturday, March 21, Teddy will be 
providing a free family presentation 
at SPACE’s beautiful Glendale 
Shoals Preserve. Stay tuned for 
times and ticketing events for all 
of these fabulous opportunities 
to interact with America’s 
“Conservation President.”

  #keepspartanburgwild



INDIVIDUAL

Dr. and Mrs. James Bell
John and Carolyn Bennett
Dr. and Mrs. Wallace Boyd
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Breon
Mr. Dan Bryant
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Byers
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Chapman
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Cherry
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Compton
Mr. and Mrs. John Easterling, III
Ms. Lou Anne Fishbeck
Mr. and Mrs. Russel Floyd, Jr.
Mr. J.B. Hines
Ms. Catherine Inabnit
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Jank
Mr. and Mrs. Roland and Charlene Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Kahrs
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Kay
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell Kyllonen, Sr.
Dr. and Mrs. Joe Lesesne
Mr. and Mrs. Lindsay Little
Mr. and Mrs. George Loudon
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Mabry
Maria and Blaine Madden
Mrs. Jamie Marfurt
Mrs. Thorne Martin
McCracken Yes Class
Mr. and Mrs. James McCutchen, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Nicol
Mr. Benjamin S. Powell III
Mr. and Mrs. George Price
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Randall
James and Ina Reynolds
Mr. and Mrs. Will Ringo
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Rudisill
Mr. Alex Saleeby
Ms. Kaye Savage
Heather and Daniel Schiefer
Mrs. and Mr. Sara Schwartz
Dr. and Mrs. John Scott
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Silliman
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Smith
Myra G. Soderlund
Dr. and Mrs. B. G. Stephens
Ms. Annegret Swart
Ms. Jean Sydnor
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Tulloh
Dr. and Mrs. Gregory Valainis
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Whaley
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Whelchel
Ms. Patricia Whitney
Mr. Steve Willis
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wynn, III

MAPLE SOCIETY

Mr. and Mrs. and Mrs. Thomas Abbott
Mr. Louis Adams, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Augustus T. Allen

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Baymiller
Mr. and Mrs. David Beacham
Dr. and Mrs. Howard C. Bean
Jean-Jacques & Suzanne Benoist
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Boughman
Dr. and Mrs. James Bradof
Dr. and Mrs. William Burns
Mr. and Mrs. Alasdair Carmichael
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Cash
Mr. and Mrs. John Claggett
Judge & Mrs. Derham Cole
Mr. and Mrs. Kent Collier
Ms. Marilyn Coltrane
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Conner
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Conway
Mr. & Mrs.  Kevin Crowley
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Crowley
Mr. Fred Dent
Discover Upcountry
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Doerholt
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Dorrance
Mr. Mike Earley
Dr. and Mrs. Coy Eaton
Mrs. Lint Eberhardt
Mr. and Mrs. David Ellis
Ms. Angelina Eschauzier
John and Janet Esposito
Ms. Marianne Esposito
Dr. Vivian Fisher and Jim Newcome
Mr. and Mrs. Caleb Fort
Mr. and Mrs. Everette Fuller
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Gearhart
Mr. and Mrs. Perry Gentry
GPN Architecture
Mr. Andrew Green
Mr. and Mrs. Gerhard Grommer
Mr. and Mrs. James Hamilton
Dr. & Mrs. David Heatherly
Dr. and Mrs. Marvin Hevener
Mr. and Mrs. E Holbein
Mr. Ed Holcombe & 
Mrs. Leanne Thurmond
Mr. Gervais Hollowell
Hooper, Scott and Karolyn
Gregory Hunt and Mary Wade
Dr. and Mrs. David Ike
Dr. and Mrs. James Johnson
Mr. Wilton Kanode
Mrs. Jeanette Keepers
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas King
Dr. and Mrs. Bert Knight
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Knights
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Lawrence
Mr. and Mrs. John Lever
Dr. Arden Levy and Mr. Mark Lurey
Local Hiker
Mr. and Mrs. William Lowe
Mrs. Nancy Lyon
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Mamroth
Lady Slipper Garden Club
Dr. and Mrs. Mark Monson
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Montgomery
Mr. and Mrs. James Moore

Moss, Jeff and Kathy
Mr. William Mount
Darryl & Elisa Mroz
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Mullinax
Neely’s Windows
Dr. and Mrs. Eric Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Pack
Mr. and Mrs. H. L. Parker
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Patton
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Perrin
Ms. Caroline Phillips
Mr. and Mrs. Newton Pressley
Dr. and Mrs. Jan Postma
Mr. and Mrs. Perrin Powell
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Pullium
Mr. and Mrs. Phil and Frances Racine
Ms. Eileen Rampey
Mr. Chuck Reback &
Mrs. Melissa Walker
Ms. Elizabeth Refshauge
Mr. and Mrs. Ricky Richardson
Dr. and Mrs. Brian Rothemich
Mr. and Mrs. David Salyer
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Schoen
Dr. and Mrs Peter Sereque
Ms. Elizabeth Slive
Dr. and Mrs. Gary Smiley
Ms. Montana Stambaugh
STAR at Central United 
Methodist Church
Ms. Merike Tamm
Shelton and Ginny Tate
Mr. and Mrs. William Taylor
Dr. John Theilmann
Mr. Jeff Tillerson
Mr. and Mrs. George Todd
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Todd
Mr. and Mrs. Burnham Uhler
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Walker
Mr. and Mrs. William Walsh
Ms. Mary Walter
Mr. and Mrs. David Whisnant
Mr. and Mrs. Don Wildman
Elizabeth Wise

DOGWOOD SOCIETY

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Barnet
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Cleveland
Mr. and Mrs. Halsey Cook
Mr. and Mrs. Russel Floyd, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Haas
Mr. Richard B. Harris
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas McDaniel
Mr. and Mrs. Corry Oakes
Mr. and Mrs. Ricky Richardson
The  Tome and Tare Garden Club
Mr. and Mrs. Kurt Zimmerli
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DONORS
List reflects donations received from October 23, 2018, to November 24, 2019.



RIVER BIRCH SOCIETY

Dr. and Mrs. G. Ashley Allen
Mr. and Mrs. William Lamar Baehr
Mr. and Mrs. James Bagwell, III
Mr. and Mrs. William Barnet, III
Mr. and Mrs. Bert Barre
Mr. and Mrs. Guilford Bulman
Carolina Alliance Bank
Mr. Hamp Crow
Mr. and Mrs. Wade Crow
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Ebert
Mr. and Mrs. John Groves
Mr. James Judd
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Langley
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Lehner
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Maw
Mr. and Mrs. Don Miles
Mr. and Mrs. James Moore
Dr. Fern Powell
Ms. Alix Refshauge & Mr. Luke Perkins
Mr. Steven Richards
Cedar Springs Dentistry
Mr. and Mrs. Conan Shearer
Mr. and Mrs. Eliot Stone
Mr. and Mrs. George Sykes
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Waters
Mr. and Mrs. Blake Zemp

COTTONWOOD SOCIETY

Susan Bridges
Dr. and Mrs. Kelan Brown
Cannon Roofing
The Arkwright Foundation
Chapman Cultural Center
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Cogdell
Colonial Trust Company
Mr. and Mrs. Dick Crenshaw
Ms. Angelina Eschauzier
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Feisal
Mrs. Joan Gibson
Mr. and Mrs. Julian Green
Harper Corporation 
General Contractors
Mr. and Mrs. William Lowndes, III
Mr. & Mrs.  John Montgomery
Mr. Dwight Patterson
Security’s Lending Hand Foundation
J.B. Russell & Son
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Sigler
McMillan Pazdan Smith
Symtech, Inc.
United Way of the Piedmont
Ms. Lindsay Webster
Mr. William Webster
Mr. and Mrs. Blake Zemp
Morgan Corp

SYCAMORE SOCIETY

Mr. and Mrs. Jack McBride
Ms. Leslie Bailey
Mrs. Alyson Campbell &
Dr. Andrew Taber
Johnson Development Associates, Inc.

OAK SOCIETY

The Alfred Moore Foundation
Balmer Foundation
Milliken & Company
Spartanburg Regional 
Healthcare System
Ms. Jennifer Haas
The Spartanburg County Foundation
The City of Spartanburg
Ms. Prudence Scott
Pacolet Milliken Enterprises

HONORARIUMS & MEMORIALS

In honor of Andrew and Anne Waters
Mr. Robert Waters and Mrs. Linda Moxley

In honor of Libbo Wise
Mrs. and Mr. Haidee Courson 

In honor of Libbo Wise
Mr. & Mrs. George Dean Johnson

In honor of Molly & John Cribb’s 
“Voyage to the Sea”
Spartanburg Day School

In memory of Alex Holbein
Mr. and Mrs. E Holbein

In memory of Barbara F. Foust
Gene R. Foust

In memory of Ben Marshall
Joel and Marianna Chapman
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Marshall
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Provine & Staff, Staff of 
Dr. Charles Bebko, & Staff of Dr. Jared Earl

In memory of Clarence “Gus” Jeter
Dr. and Mrs. Samuel Pratt

In memory of Dr. Ron Hurst
Mrs. Sarah Hurst

In memory of Paul A. Scheller
Bahnmuller Insurance

In memory of Pitch
Dr. and Mrs. Brian Rothemich

IN-KIND DONORS

Greg Atkins
Atlas Organics
Budweiser
Cassell Electric
Wade Crow
Converse College
William Cribb
Jeff Goshorn
Kam Neely
ReWorks Recycling
RJ Rockers
Southeastern Printing
Spartanburg Water
Spartanburg Waste
13 Stripes Brewery
USC Upstate

  #keepspartanburgwild

For more information visit 
spartanburgconservation.org/events

2020 
EVENTS

WILD Spartanburg Posters by Peter Kay
Artist Reception and Poster Release Party 
In Partnership with the Tyger River 
Foundation and the Spartanburg 
Philharmonic. Chapman Cultural Center, 
February 20, 2020

A Weekend with Teddy Roosevelt
Visit our website for updates on events 
and activities related to his visit. 
Various Locations, March 19-21, 2020
 

SPACE Jam at FR8YRD: An in-town 
celebration of music, food, and farms.
May 14, 2020
 
5th Annual “A Shucking Good Time”
Glendale Shoals, October 15, 2020

Cottonwood Trail family Day
November 7, 2020
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2019 BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES
Jeff Tillerson, President
Michael Pack, President Elect/Secretary
Jennifer Shields, Treasurer
Gil Bulman, President ex officio

Lamar Baehr
Ben Boland
Ernie Boughman
Michele Cook
William Cribb
Kathleen Crowley
Angelina Eschauzier
Phil Feisal
Jeff Goshorn
Jane Hall
Kathryn Harvey
Belle Montgomery
Christy Parris
Melissa Pilgrim
Rob Rain
Natalia Rosario
Rex Russell
Billy Webster
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Cottonwood Trail will celebrate its 30th 
birthday in 2020 with plenty of ways 
you can help us celebrate!


